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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to applicant's patent application filed on 1 1/23/2005. 

Status of Claims 
Newly filed new claims 27-46 are pending. 
Claims 1-26 have been cancelled. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The listing of references in the Search Report is not considered to be an 
information disclosure statement (IDS) complying with 37 CFR 1 .98. 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2) 
requires a legible copy of: (1 ) each foreign patent; (2) each publication or that portion 
which caused it to be listed; (3) for each cited pending U.S. application, the application 
specification including claims, and any drawing of the application, or that portion of the 
application which caused it to be listed including any claims directed to that portion, 
unless the cited pending U.S. application is stored in the Image File Wrapper (IFW) 
system; and (4) all other information, or that portion which caused it to be listed. In 
addition, each IDS must include a list of all patents, publications, applications, or other 
information submitted for consideration by the Office (see 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(1 ) and (b)), 
and MPEP § 609.04(a), subsection I. states, "the list ... must be submitted on a 
separate paper." Therefore, the references cited in the Search Report have not been 
considered. Applicant is advised that the date of submission of any item of information 
or any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining 
compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the IDS, including all 
"statement" requirements of 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/531 ,597 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3635 

Claim Objections 

Claims 28-46 are objected to because of tine following informalities: the claimed 
preamble for claims 28-46 should read -The modular structure~and in order comply 
with the U.S. practice, the applicant is advised to replace a phrase "characterised in 
that" for --wherein--for all claims 27-46; and also the applicant is advised not to use a 
pronoun phrase "their" the claims. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 33 is objected to because there is no ending period in the claim. Correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 27-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

Claim 27 recites the limitation "the coupled elements" in line 6. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 27 recites the limitation "the interior compartment" does not have 
antecedent basis. 
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Claim recites the limitation "the respective seats provided in the inner wall of the 
modular structure defining the interior compartment of this latter" is not understood. 

Claims 35-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite in that it fails to point out what is included or excluded by the claim language. 
This claim is an omnibus type claim. 

Claims 45-46 are recited the limitations "characterised by being a dwelling unit" 
and "characterised by being a conduit for fluids, articles in movement or persons", 
respectively are confusing. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

As best understood, claims 27-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Pat. No. 3,981,409 to Flanders. 
Claim 27: 

Flanders discloses in Figs. 4 and 7, a modular structure for containing articles, 
fluids or persons, said structure comprising a plurality of elements (12, 14) of plastic or 
composite material, coupled together along their end edges, mechanical fixing means 
(29) and fluid seal means (26) being provided along those edges (16), the coupled 
elements (12, 14) comprising at least one element having a curved surface of single 
curvature (see Figs. 1-8), the fluid seal means (26) being positioned on the inside of the 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/531 ,597 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3635 

modular structure in receiving seats provided within an inner wall of said structure, 
wherein the fluid seal means (26) are deformable bodies positioned within the 
respective seats provided in the inner wall of the modular structure defining the interior 
compartment of this latter. 

Claim 28: 

Wherein the receiving seats for the fluid seal means (26) are defined in 
correspondence with the fixing regions between the coupled elements. 
Claim 29: 

Wherein the fluid seal means (26) positioned between two coupled elements (12, 
14) are associated with fixing means positioned in the regions in which several coupled 
elements converge. 

Claim 30: 

Wherein the fixing means are cross-shaped bodies with arms (22, 24) at least 
partly hollow to receive ends of the fluid seal means. 
Claim 31: 

Wherein said arms (22, 24) have a flat side (Fig. 7). 

Claim 32: 

Wherein the hollow arms (38) communicate with a hole (42) into which a sealing 
and securing element can be inserted and which by penetrating into the cavities 
(wherein the seal 26 aligned) of said arms (22, 24) secures the ends of the seal means 
for the arms (22, 24). 

Claim 33: 
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Wherein the receiving seats (40) for the fluid seal means (43). 
Claim 34: 

Comprising a plurality of elements (12, 14) having a curved surface of single 
curvature. 

Claim 35: 

Wherein those elements (12, 14) having a curved surface are coupled together in 
succession in correspondence with their end free edges, said structure being 
open. 

Claim 36: 

Wherein those elements (12, 14) having a curved surface are coupled together in 
such a manner as to define a tubular structure. 
Claim 37: 

Wherein the elements to be coupled together comprise flat elements and 
elements comprising two connected-together adjacent curved surfaces with 
different centers of curvature, said elements with two curved surfaces defining 
corner elements of the modular structure. 

Claim 38: 

Wherein at least one of the flat elements presents an aperture able to be 
intercepted by a closure element. 
Claim 39: 
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Wherein each coupled element (12, 14) is covered by a panel (40) positioned on 
the outside of the modular structure, said outer panel having a shape identical to 
that of the corresponding coupled element. 
Claim 40: 

Wherein insulation elements (16) are present between the coupled elements (12, 
14) and the corresponding outer panels (40). 
Claim 41: 

Wherein the coupled elements (12, 14) comprise flanges (34, 36) projecting from 
their end free edges, the flanges of two of these adjacent elements being 
coupled to each other and being fixed together by the mechanical fixing means 
(29). 

Claim 42: 

Wherein the flanges (34, 36) are external to the interior compartment of the 
modular structure. 
Claim 43: 

Wherein each flange comprises distributed recesses (38). 

Claim 44: 

Wherein the fixing means are U-pieces (28) positioned along the projecting 
flanges (34, 36) of the coupled elements (12, 14), said U-pieces being fixed by 
mechanical fixing members (29) passing through holes provided in said flanges (34, 36) 
and said U- pieces (28). 

Claim 45: 
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Wherein by being a dwelling unit. 

Claim 46: 

Wherein by being a conduit for fluids, articles in movement or persons. 
Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Chi Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6847. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am-4:00 pm. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached at (571 ) 272-6777. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see httD://Dairdirect.usDto.aov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197. 

/C. Q. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



/Richard E. Chilcot, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



